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By James Stephen

Pepper

Where is God?  Have YOU seen any evidence of his existence?  Of course not!  Any clear revealing of God would be instantly filling the airwaves, internet, and newspapers.  Science has progressively been finding answers to the great mysteries and is now able to explain all basic precepts since the Big Bang to the evolution of mankind.

If God does exist, he has not deemed it important enough to provide a clear definition of who he is or want he wants of us.  One document some point to, the Bible, contains:

· Lots of nice stories, but has been proven to contain contradictions and scientific impossibilities.

· A god who is inconsistent between forgiving and taking vengeance, and provides only one way to Heaven.

· Books and verses that are open to many interpretations.  Just look at the huge variety of Christian doctrines: Catholics, Mormons, Jehovah Witnesses, Baptists, Episcopalians.  They can’t agree on major topics from homosexuality to the priesthood.

Finally, if there is a God, wouldn’t it be logical to assume that God has revealed his complexity through the many religions that exist!  It is ridiculous to think that only one religion is right and all others are wrong.

Salt

The above points are actually not bad points for discussion, providing the person making them has an open mind and is willing to truthfully examine the basis of such bold statements.  The preserving salt of God’s Truth can objectively be validated.

In Acts 17:2-3, Paul “reasoned with them from the Scriptures, explaining and proving that the Christ had to suffer and rise from the dead.”  Later in Acts 17:11, God’s Word states, “Now the Bereans were of more noble character than the Thessalonians, for they received the message with great eagerness and examined the Scriptures every day to see if what Paul said was true.”  In 2 Timothy 3:14-17, “But as for you, continue in what you have learned and have become convinced of, because you know those from whom you learned it, and how from infancy you have known the holy Scriptures, which are able to make you wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus.  All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, so that the man of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.”  Finally in 1 Peter 3:15, “Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have.”
What God’s Word is implying or stating directly is that God provides logic and evidence to believe in Him for those that are willing to seek Him.  God even commends those who look for rational understanding.

Therefore, research until you become convinced that the Bible is Truth.  The supporting reasoning and facts are there.  From 1 Chronicles 28:9, “If you seek Him, He will be found by you" and "I have not spoken in secret” from Isaiah 49:19.  Christianity is truly wonderful in that God provides His Truth that can be validated, so that you do not need to blindly accept with just your heart.

Indeed, put Christianity to the test and compare the supporting logic and evidence to that of any other religion.  Determine for yourself if any other religion objectively can come close to having the following supporting evidence and reasoning.

1. God would want mankind to know Him, His expectations, and His plans, and logically would provide this information through writings, (until recently, books have been the only way to accurately preserve teachings and history).  God would make this literature distinguishable from other books by:

A. Forecasting future events, that always come true, (read "Prophecy of Jesus"
, "Ezekiel's 430 Days"
).

B. Containing scientific and sound medical principles before mankind could have discovered them, (read "Scientific Accuracies of the Bible"
), and also be immune to containing errorant misconceptions common to the cultures of the authors; e.g. that the stars were thought to be countable.
C. Being holistic, consistent, seamless with each other, (read "Summary of the Bible"
), even though the Bible was written by 40 some authors over 1500 years, 6 countries over 3 continents,  and many cultures.  This means of creating the Bible is in itself unique and miraculous.
D. Reflecting the complexity of God and mankind.  All can agree that the Bible is not a simple book.

E. Being unchanging and resistant to corruption or destruction through the ages, (read "Bible Reliability"
).  
F. Being 100% accurate in recording history.  New archeological discoveries continue to provide solid evidence confirming the places and events listed in the Bible.
G. Containing all but impossible to create hidden insights and patterns for those willing to spend the time to research and reason through, (read "Gospel in Genesis"
 and "Pattern of Sevens"
).

H. Containing a miraculous quality to change peoples lives for the better.  Innumerable testimonials exist of people who were the vilest of society, who’s lives changed for the better after they accepted the Bible and its teachings as God’s Truth.
  The Bible is the only book to fit the needs of all people in all places, and stay relevant even with the passage of time.
I. Teaching ways that are best.  Well conducted studies verify that the ways of the Bible lead to more content, happier, and fruitful lives; and conversely for those who go against the Bible’s teachings.
  The same holds true for societies and nations.

J. Having a purposeful calmness and poise, even when the authors discuss personal and emotionally charged events.  Try picturing yourself in the sandals of the authors, writing as they did after what they experienced.

a. In addition to maintaining a calmness and poise, history is presented with a mind boggling brevity; e.g. that each of the four gospels on the life of the greatest man of all time is short, the whole of early Christian church history is summarized in Acts, and that all history until Abraham (2000 BC) is covered in Genesis 1-11.

b. Authors present themselves candidly, warts and all; absent of the natural inclination to rationalize misdeeds and to present themselves favorably.
K. By making his official prophets credible by giving them the power to perform miracles and perfectly foretell the future.  Non-Biblical “prophets” do not have this stamp of endorsement.
a. All of the Apostles and New Testament writers choose torture or death vs. recanting or ceasing to preach the truths of Jesus and the Bible.  No group of men ever independently persists with a lie when each has the option of escaping lengthy torment or painful death.

The Bible is the only literary work that meets these criteria!  Just imagine the impact of any other book that would meet these criteria.  God will accept the challenge to bring understanding to anyone with an open mind and desire for truth.  Take up His challenge and research and discover the truth of the Bible; e.g. study creationism, events and places, Godhood of Jesus, etc.

2. The Old Testament points to Christ.  The life of Christ fulfills all of the many Old Testament prophecies about a coming Messiah.  Jesus was real, did miraculous things, and was resurrected, (read "Prophecy of Jesus", "Evidence for Jesus"
, and "Non Biblical Accounts of New Testament Events"
).

The existence, the Godhood, and the teachings of Jesus are true and to be trusted.
3. The universe is too perfect for there not be a Creator, (read "Too Perfect Universe and Planet"
).
God must exist.
4. The just mentioned article also shows how our solar system is too finely tuned for there not to be a Creator purposefully creating Earth.  Without the intervention of God elsewhere in the universe, (for which there is no indication or mention of), our planet is alone in supporting life.  The Devil and his fallen angels would love to deceive you about God’s truth, and UFO and alien theories are one of his effective tools, (read "Are We Alone"
).

Aliens do not exist.
5. The simplest cell is so incredibly complex that there is absolutely no way that any cell could have come into existence except through God, (read "Darwin's Black Box"
).

Life was created by God, not evolution.
6. Different "kinds" of creatures have NOT developed since man has been in existence.  Natural selection can and does lead to specialization within species; e.g. dogs, but does not lead to new kinds of animals; e.g. dogs evolving into cats.  This is because DNA is like a computer program.  An existing program can be modified, but a new program requires a programmer.  Overall, natural cell mutations lead to degradation and specialization, not beneficial improvements and new kinds of animals via evolution, (read "Why Evolution Does Not Work"
).

Man had to be intentionally created.
7. One can philosophically reason that only a self existent eternal being, (God), could have created time and our universe, (read the “Philosophical Proof of God”).  All other alternatives fail the laws of logic.

Be discerning about the specifics of who your god is, and where you will go when you die, (see Q&A
).  Do not be like those whom the Holy Spirit spoke of through Isaiah, "You will be ever hearing but never understanding; you will be ever seeing but never perceiving.  For this people's heart has become callused; they hardly hear with their ears, and they have closed their eyes. Otherwise they might see with their eyes, hear with their ears, understand with their hearts and turn, and I would heal them." - Acts 28:26-27. 

Once you perceive that the Bible is God’s Truth, you will discover answers to your spiritual questions, and be able to resolve those Biblical principles that may be troubling you.  Considering the complexity and the potential for misinterpretation of the Bible, I highly recommend that you read one of the footnoted references
 to properly understand and apply the richness contained within the Bible.

A closely related issue that many ponder is: How can those who have never heard the Gospel be saved, or be without excuse from God’s judgement?  An answer to this dilemma is covered in “All Are Without Excuse”.

Answers are there for those willing to seek.  From James 1:5, “If any of you lacks wisdom, he should ask God, who gives generously to all without finding fault, and it will be given to him.”  Seek and ask!
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� See � HYPERLINK http://www.carm.org/bible/prophecy.htm ��http://www.carm.org/bible/prophecy.htm�. 


� See � HYPERLINK "http://www.khouse.org/articles/2000/276/" ��www.khouse.org/articles/2000/276/�.


� See “Science Here 1st” at � HYPERLINK "http://www.hisways.com/evidence_of_god.htm" ��http://www.hisways.com/evidence_of_god.htm�.


� See � HYPERLINK http://www.bible.org/docs/nt/survey/nt-02.htm ��http://www.bible.org/docs/nt/survey/nt-02.htm�. 


� See � HYPERLINK http://www.equip.org/free/DB011.htm ��http://www.equip.org/free/DB011.htm�. 


� See � HYPERLINK "http://www.khouse.org/articles/1996/44/" ��http://www.khouse.org/articles/1996/44/� 


� See � HYPERLINK "http://www.khouse.org/articles/1995/102/" ��http://www.khouse.org/articles/1995/102/� and � HYPERLINK "http://www.khouse.org/articles/2000/201/" ��http://www.khouse.org/articles/2000/201/� . 


� See � HYPERLINK http://www.hisways.com/key_principles/apologetics/proof_of_god_bible_jesus/god_improves_lives.htm ��http://www.hisways.com/key_principles/apologetics/proof_of_god_bible_jesus/god_improves_lives.htm�. 


� See �HYPERLINK "http://www.hisways.com/saltshakers/resources/sexual_sins.htm"��http://www.hisways.com/saltshakers/resources/sexual_sins.htm� on studies that prove sexual sins have major negative consequences.


� See � HYPERLINK "http://www.khouse.org/strategictrends/declineofus/20030819-611.html" ��http://www.khouse.org/strategictrends/declineofus/20030819-611.html� on examples were Christianity has restored decayed groups.


� See � HYPERLINK http://www.geocities.com/Heartland/2964/resurrection-evidence.html ��http://www.geocities.com/Heartland/2964/resurrection-evidence.html�. 


� See � HYPERLINK http://www.carm.org/bible/extrabiblical_accounts.htm ��http://www.carm.org/bible/extrabiblical_accounts.htm�. 


� See � HYPERLINK http://www.reasons.org/resources/apologetics/designevidenceupdate1998.html ��http://www.reasons.org/resources/apologetics/designevidenceupdate1998.html�. 


� See � HYPERLINK http://www.christiananswers.net/q-aig/aig-c028.html ��http://www.christiananswers.net/q-aig/aig-c028.html�. 


� See � HYPERLINK http://www.ridgenet.net/~do_while/sage/v1i9f.htm ��http://www.ridgenet.net/~do_while/sage/v1i9f.htm�.  Also � HYPERLINK http://www.arn.org/docs/behe/mb_mm92496.htm ��http://www.arn.org/docs/behe/mb_mm92496.htm� for more details.


� See � HYPERLINK http://www.harvestercc.org/christianliving/his_word/apologetics/proof_of_god_bible_jesus/evol_does_not_work.htm ��http://www.harvestercc.org/christianliving/his_word/apologetics/proof_of_god_bible_jesus/evol_does_not_work.htm�. 


� See � HYPERLINK http://www.christiananswers.net/q-aiia/questions-for-skeptics.html ��http://www.christiananswers.net/q-aiia/questions-for-skeptics.html�. 


� “How to Read the Bible for All Its Worth” by Gordon D. Fee & Douglas Stuart; “Playing With Fire” by Walt Russell; “Knowing Scripture” by R.C. Sproul, are all good books for learning how to properly interpret the Bible.
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