God on Citizenship

Proverbs 29

29:2 When the righteous thrive, the people rejoice;

      when the wicked rule, the people groan.

Matthew 22

MT 22:21 "Give to Caesar what is Caesar's, and to God what is God's."

Romans 13

13:1 Everyone must submit himself to the governing authorities, for there is no authority except that which God has established. The authorities that exist have been established by God. 2 Consequently, he who rebels against the authority is rebelling against what God has instituted, and those who do so will bring judgment on themselves. 3 For rulers hold no terror for those who do right, but for those who do wrong. Do you want to be free from fear of the one in authority? Then do what is right and he will commend you. 4 For he is God's servant to do you good. But if you do wrong, be afraid, for he does not bear the sword for nothing. He is God's servant, an agent of wrath to bring punishment on the wrongdoer. 5 Therefore, it is necessary to submit to the authorities, not only because of possible punishment but also because of conscience.

6 This is also why you pay taxes, for the authorities are God's servants, who give their full time to governing. 7 Give everyone what you owe him: If you owe taxes, pay taxes; if revenue, then revenue; if respect, then respect; if honor, then honor.

1 Timothy 2

2:1 I urge, then, first of all, that requests, prayers, intercession and thanksgiving be made for everyone-- 2 for kings and all those in authority, that we may live peaceful and quiet lives in all godliness and holiness.

2 Chronicles 7

7:14 If my people, who are called by my name, will humble themselves and pray and seek my face and turn from their wicked ways, then will I hear from heaven and will forgive their sin and will heal their land.

Voting Guidelines

(For helping you decide which candidate 

God would want you to vote for.)

To make any good decision, you must first pray for wisdom, become informed, then decide based on the right criteria.  God’s overall criteria for a leader, is the candidate’s religious and moral character, (see Exodus 18:17-21, Titus 1:6-9, 1 Timothy 3:1-12).  God wants you to vote for the most Christ-like candidate.
People in high positions face great temptations; therefore, it is imperative that you elect Christians.  Satan is always looking for people to devour and advocate his agenda.  Why would you elect a “good” man who does not have the armor of God on him, one who CAN be tempted beyond what he can bear.  You also need to have officials that hold themselves accountable to God as there are many things they can get away without getting caught.

Look for candidates who demonstrate their faith through actions that are hard to fake: their deeds, their humility, and by having control of their tongues.  Their private life should especially reflect these traits.  Look for times when the cameras are off, as these times are when candidates are more likely to display their true character, (versus what they may put on for public show).  A person-of-God’s private life, should be consistent with their public conduct.  It stands to reason that a person grounded in God and the Bible, should be a statesman, vs. the shifting politicians that many candidates become.

In a government of the people, if you do not vote, or if you do not vote for godly representatives, then you are deliberately forfeiting your freedoms to whoever may become elected and to whom you must submit.  We are increasingly seeing the consequences of such apathy from the banning of school prayer, to the endorsement of gay marriages.  This apathy also wastes opportunities God has given Christians to “salt” their government.

If God’s word is Truth and His ways are best, then the wall between the truth of Christianity and government needs to be broken.  Vote for the most Christ-like.

Wisdom From The Wise

From George Washington’s Farewell Address (Key Policy Document Used by Subsequent Administrations)
Of all the dispositions and habits which lead to political prosperity, religion (Christianity) and morality are indispensable supports.  In vain would that man claim the tribute of patriotism, who should labor to subvert these great pillars.

John Adams – Founding Father and 2nd President

The general principles on which the Fathers achieved independence were the general principles of Christianity.  Also, We have no government armed with power capable on contending with human passions unbridled by morality and religion (Christianity) ...... Our constitution was made only for a moral and religious people.  It is wholly inadequate to the government of any other.

John Quincy Adams – 6th President

The highest glory of the American Revolution was this: it connected in one indissoluble bond, the principles of civil government with the principles of Christianity.
___________
Always vote for principle, ….

Noah Webster – Founding Father

In selecting men for office, let principle be your guide … look to his character … When a citizen gives his suffrage (vote) to a man of known immorality he abuses his trust; he sacrifices not only his own interest, but that of his neighbor, he betrays the interest of his country.

___________
When you become entitled to exercise the right of voting for public officers let it be impressed on your mind that God commands you to choose for rulers just men who will rule in the fear of God. The preservation of a republican government depends on the faithful discharge of this duty; if the citizens neglect this duty and place unprincipled men in office, the government will soon be corrupted.
___________
The virtue which is necessary to preserve a just administration and render a government stable, is Christian virtue, which consists in the uniform practice of moral and religious duties, in conformity with the laws of both of God and man. This virtue must be based on a reverence for the authority of God, which shall counteract and control ambition and selfish views, and subject them to the precepts of divine authority. The effect of such a virtue would be, to bring the citizens of a state to vote and act for the good of the state, whether that should coincide with their private interests or not.

Thomas Jefferson – Founding Father and 3rd President

And can the liberties of a nation be thought secure when we have removed their only firm basis – a conviction in the minds of the people that these liberties are the gift of God?  That they are not to be violated but with His wrath?  Indeed I tremble for my country when I reflect that God is just: that His justice can not sleep forever.

94% of the Founding Father’s quotes were quoted, either directly or indirectly, from the Bible.

The motto of the American Revolution was “No King but King Jesus”.

America’s Founders had a deity-based belief system:

1. Your RIGHTS can not be taken away by a government if they come from a power ‘higher’ than the government – i.e. God.

2. There are no second class citizens if everyone is EQUAL because each is made in the image of God.

3. You can live in freedom with few laws if the populous keeps internal laws because they conscious of the ACCOUNTABILITY to God.

The only thing needed for evil to triumph is for good men to do nothing.  |  Bad politicians are sent to Washington by good people who don’t vote.  |  Ignorant voters impair the security of all.  |  If God’s people do not get involved, God’s principles do not get involved that God may in turn, bless.  The unGodly will not run a nation with Godly principles.

Private religious schools cost only 40% of public schools, yet produce 3 times as many academic scholars. The only real difference: God is part of the school program!  Proof that we can improve our country by inviting Him back into it.
Citizenry.doc  9/18/2004 9:28 AM  CJL


